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What do the World Bank, UNESCO, the Commonwealth of Learning (COL), the Inter-
American Development Bank, and numerous other organizations and institutions around
the globe have in common? They are all engaged in fascinating experiments to take
advantage of advances in digital technologies and e-learning design to provide education,
training, and professional development opportunities to people in developing countries
who previously could not partake of these opportunities. One such delivery mechanism
has been the massive open online course (MOOC) as well as various MOOC-like
derivatives. Another is the use of open educational resources (OER). These efforts are
already benefitting millions of people, but much potential for expansion and improvement

remains.
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