P 546: Instructional Strategies for Thinking, Collaboration, and Motivation

Dr. Curt Bonk
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Curriculum Brainstorm, Part 1

Position: Elementary School Counselor, grades K-4

Content: Character education, social skills, personal/life management skills

Setting:  Small groups of 4-8 students, classrooms of 21-25 students (40 minutes max)

Sorting possibilities: small group or classroom, grade level, risk, level of support needed, interest level, implementation difficulty

Results of Brainstorm:

· On the line: introduce question or comment, student stand on one of three lines to indicate agree, disagree, neutral/unsure

· Web search: introduce topic, visit computer lab, students search for relevant websites and share results with others

· Library search: introduce topic, visit library, students search for relevant resources, evaluate resources, and report back to group

· Debate: Introduce topic, assign (or let students select) side to argue, hold debate, process

· Letter writing: students write letters to me about what they hope to learn from group participation and how that will help them in their lives

· Letter to parents: students write letters to parents about what they have learned in group, how they hope to put learning into practice, and how parents can help them make necessary changes

· Parent letters: ask parents to write students about what they hope students will learn from participating in group

· Challenge education activities: classroom initiatives, challenge by choice

· Improved icebreakers: at beginning of groups to increase cohesiveness

· UnitedStreaming Videos: divide students into two groups, show two different videos, students report back to whole group

· Role playing: students are given scenarios, develop coping strategies, present skit to group

· Solution focused strategies: increase use of solution focused strategies and goal setting in small groups

· Show and tell: have students bring in clip of favorite video or movie that demonstrates element of the lesson or focus of the group

· Celebrations: students share successes from previous week, followed by creative celebration from the group (roller coaster, fireworks, etc.)

· Pledge cards: students complete groups by making a pledge to implement selected strategies for improvement, card is signed by counselor, parents, teacher; one month check up is implemented with feedback from all three sources

· Student choice: present student with list of possible activities, let students votes on activities, while allowing me to sequence activities, provide categories to ensure all necessary content is covered

· Allow students to name group and create rules for group

· Response cards at end of group session or lesson: I liked, I did not like, I learned, I wish we would

· Change the story: students recreate story (group storytelling) to correct negative behaviors and infuse learning from the group or lesson

· Increase use of think-pair-share, then report to group

· Students rank strategies discussed in group and create a success story (comic strip, paragraph, etc.) using one of the top three strategies

· Penny for your thoughts: discussion topic is presented, students share and receive a penny for thoughts, pennies are redeemed for small prize, candy, etc.
· Part 2.

	Activity
	Description
	Group Size
	Grade Level
	Risk
	Imp. Diff.
	Interest

	On the Line/Take A Stand
	Introduce question or comment, students stand on one of three to indicate agree, disagree, or neutral/unsure
	large or small
	2nd-4th
	L
	L
	M

	Web search
	Introduce topic, visit computer lab, students search for relevant websites, and share results with group
	small group
	3rd-4th
	M
	L
	M

	Library search
	Introduce topic, visit library, students search for relevant resources, evaluate, and report back to group
	small group
	2nd-4th
	M
	L
	M

	Debate
	Introduce topic, assign (or let students select) side to argue, hold debate, process
	large or small
	3rd-4th
	H
	M
	L-M

	Letter writing: student to counselor
	Students write letters to me about what they hope to learn from group participation, and how that will help them in their lives
	small
	3rd-4th
	M
	M
	L

	Letter writing: counselor to student
	I will write a letter to students expressing my hopes for their learning and how they will apply that learning to their lives
	large or small
	1st-4th
	M
	L
	H

	Letter writing: parent to student
	Ask parents to write students about what they hope students will learn from  participating in group
	small group
	1st-4th
	H
	M
	M

	Challenge education activities
	Group maintenance activities and problem solving and cooperation initiatives
	small or large
	1st-4th
	M
	M
	H

	UnitedStreaming videos
	Download videos appropriate to lesson; divide students into two groups; student watch, video, discuss, report back to large group
	small or large
	2nd-4th
	L
	L
	M

	Role playing
	Students are given scenarios, develop skit to demonstrate skill; students practice and present skit to group
	small or large
	2nd-4th
	M-H
	M
	M-H

	Solution focused strategies
	Utilize solution focused strategies for goal setting, identifying strengths, being aware of potential difficulties, and monitoring progress 
	small group
	2nd-4th
	M
	M
	M-H

	Video show and tell
	Have students bring in clip of favorite movie that demonstrates element of lesson
	small group
	3rd-4th
	L
	L
	M

	Group celebrations
	Students share successes from previous week, followed by creative group celebration (roller coaster, fireworks, etc.)
	small group
	1st-4th
	L
	L
	H

	Pledge cards
	Students complete groups by making a pledge to implement selected strategies; card is signed by student, parents, teacher, and counselor; one month check-up is implemented with feedback from all four sources
	small group
	1st-4th
	M
	M-H
	M

	Student choice
	Present students with list of possible activities divided into categories (to help with sequencing and content); allow students to vote on activities
	small group
	3rd-4th
	M
	L
	H

	Group norms and rules
	Allow students to name group and create rules for group sessions
	small group
	1st-4th
	L
	L
	H

	Response cards
	Students complete notecard at end of lesson or group session: I liked, I did not like, I learned, I wish we would
	large or small
	2nd-4th
	L
	M
	M

	Change the story/ Group storytelling
	Students recreate story to correct negative behaviors and infuse learning from the group or lesson
	large or small
	2nd-4th
	M
	L
	M

	Think/Pair/Share
	Increase use of think/pair/share
	large or small
	1st-4th
	L
	L
	M

	Success stories
	Students rank strategies discussed in group and create a success story (comic, strip, paragraph, etc.) using  one of the top three strategies
	small
	3rd-4th
	M
	M
	M

	Penny for your thoughts
	Students are presented with a discussion topic and receive a penny for sharing thoughts; pennies are redeemed for small prize, privilege, candy, etc.
	large or small
	1st-4th
	L
	L:
	M

	iTunes
	Increase use of music within lessons by searching iTunes for songs that coordinate with lesson topics
	large or small
	1st-4th
	L
	L
	H

	Movie clips
	Utilize popular movie clips to reinforce important points of lesson or to spur interest as an introduction
	large or small
	1st-4th
	L
	M
	H


· Missing part 3
