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Curriculum Brainstorm

Task II – #2 of 3 to be completed

February 14, 2004.

The following are my ideas for creative, motivational, and cooperative curriculum ideas:

· Have students discuss topics in small groups and then share with the class

· Students circulate around the class to complete a sheet listing information about various students

· Comparison/contrast of  topics/issues
· Seek students’ feedback
· Taste testing simulation to illustrate the cognitive/ perceptual process of using one’s memory

· Role plays—gives students the opportunity to live the experience of a person/situation 
· Video clips—students today are largely visual learners; they appreciate the opportunity to learn with this format
· Simulations of characteristics of disabilities—e.g. dyslexia

· Newspaper articles as discussion starters
· Student-led activities—give students the opportunity to take ownership of the class and have an active part in what is done
· Web Searches—students need to find all the information they can on a topic

· Diversity Discovery—have students move to different parts of the classroom identifying if they have light/dark hair, parents completed college or not, born in the US or not, etc.

· Interactive games—students create questions on class content and then play a version of Who wants to be a Millionaire to see which group has the best knowledge of the content
· Problem solving—students are presented with a case where issues and next steps need to be addressed and formulated; students in groups must create an action plan to present and justify to the class

· Guest speakers—invite someone who specializes on a topic you are discussing in class to give insight into the actual/current state of the topic
· Life stories—have students listen or read an account of someone who is/has experienced a topic being discussed in class so as to bring the issues to life

· Use of technology—provide students the opportunity to learn and use computer programs related to curriculum content
My curriculum brainstorm is directed towards the special education course, Introduction to Learning Disorders, that I teach.

	Creative/Motivational/Cooperative

Curriculum Ideas


	Time: 

10 min. small; 20 min. medium; 30+ min. large
	Expensive/Cheap
	Teacher/

Student Directed
	Materials Required—Yes/No
	Degree of Risk
	Creative/

Motivational/Cooperative

	Have students discuss topics in small groups and then share with the class


	Medium
	Cheap
	Student
	No
	Small
	Cooperative

	Students circulate around the class to complete a sheet listing information about various students


	Small
	Cheap
	Student
	Yes
	Small
	Motivational/Cooperative

	Comparison/contrast of a topic or issue

	Medium
	Cheap
	Teacher or Student
	No
	Medium—students may find this difficult
	Cooperative

	Seek Students’ Feedback
	Small
	Cheap
	Teacher
	Yes—questionnaire
	Small
	Motivational—facilitates students’ input

	Taste testing simulation to illustrate the cognitive/ perceptual process of using one’s memory


	Medium
	Expensive
	Teacher initiated
	Yes
	Small
	Creative/

Motivational/Cooperative

	Creative/Motivational/Cooperative

Curriculum Ideas


	Time: 

10 min. small; 20 min. medium; 30+ min. large
	Expensive/Cheap
	Teacher/

Student Directed
	Materials Required—Yes/No
	Degree of Risk
	Creative/

Motivational/Cooperative

	Role plays—gives students the opportunity to live the experience of a person/situation

	Medium
	Cheap
	Student
	No
	Medium—depends on level of students’ drama abilities
	Creative/

Motivational/Cooperative

	Video clips—students today are largely visual learners; they appreciate the opportunity to learn with this format
	Small to Medium
	Cheap if borrowed; Expensive if bought
	Teacher
	Yes
	Small; Large if technology does not work
	Motivational

	Simulations of characteristics of disabilities—e.g. dyslexia


	Small to Large
	Cheap
	Teacher
	Yes
	Small
	Creative/

Motivational/Cooperative

	Newspaper articles as discussion starters

	Medium
	Cheap
	Teacher
	Yes
	Small
	Cooperative

	Student-led activities

	Medium
	Cheap
	Student
	Yes/No
	Small with being pre-planned
	Creative/

Motivational/Cooperative

	Web Searches—students need to find all the information they can on a topic


	Small to Long
	Expensive—due to equipment required
	Teacher
	Yes--Computers
	Small
	Motivational

	Creative/Motivational/Cooperative

Curriculum Ideas


	Time: 

10 min. small; 20 min. medium; 30+ min. large
	Expensive/Cheap
	Teacher/

Student Directed
	Materials Required—Yes/No
	Degree of Risk
	Creative/

Motivational/Cooperative

	Diversity Discovery—have students move to different parts of the classroom identifying if they have light/dark hair, parents completed college or not, born in the US or not, etc.


	Small
	Cheap
	Teacher
	No
	Small
	Motivational/Cooperative

	Interactive games—students create questions on class content and then play a version of Who wants to be a Millionaire to see which group has the best knowledge of the content


	Medium
	Cheap
	Teacher initiated; student directed
	No
	Small
	Creative/

Motivational/Cooperative

	   Problem solving—students are presented with a case where issues and next steps need to be addressed and formulated; students in groups must create an action plan to present and justify to the class


	Long
	Cheap in terms of materials; expensive in terms of the time creating the cases
	Teacher initiated; student directed
	Yes—cases
	Small
	Cooperative

	Guest speakers—invite someone who specializes on a topic you are discussing in class to give insight into the actual/current state of the topic


	Long
	Cheap
	Teacher initiated
	No
	Small
	Motivational

	Creative/Motivational/Cooperative

Curriculum Ideas


	Time: 

10 min. small; 20 min. medium; 30+ min. large
	Expensive/Cheap
	Teacher/

Student Directed
	Materials Required—Yes/No
	Degree of Risk
	Creative/

Motivational/Cooperative

	Life stories—have students listen or read an account of someone who is/has experienced a topic being discussed in class so as to bring the issues to life
	Medium
	Cheap
	Teacher initiated; student directed
	Yes—the stories
	Small
	Cooperative

	Use of technology—provide students the opportunity to learn and use computer programs related to curriculum content


	Large
	Expensive—cost of computer equipment
	Teacher initiated
	Yes—computers
	Small
	Motivational


Reflection Summary

Having been a teacher at various levels for 13 years now, I have seen the benefit of using creative, motivational, and cooperative techniques in teaching.  I really believe that the days of simple lecturing are over.  Students today are the product of our highly interactive and visual environment.  Learning must reflect and use these tools in order for students to become actively engaged in the learning process.  Not doing so results in boredom, frustration, and sometimes (for some people) rebellion on the part the students for not being invited into a learning community that meets their needs.

As I teach my own course to undergraduates this semester, I have been the recipient of very positive feedback for incorporating as many of the techniques listed above into each lesson.  As interesting and motivating videos are, doing a whole class based with a video alone is itself overkill and un-motivating.  Students like variety.

Finding these resources is not always easy.  Having a set of activities to do is one thing; making them cohesively fit together is another key element to a successful lesson.  Students need to see that linear progression from one activity to the next.  Failure to do this results in a lesson that is disjointed—even with good materials.


One of my first classes this semester was on a topic that I really believe to be true yet pre-service teachers struggle to comprehend.  I can see from my own teaching experiences that our socially-constructed concept of school is designed for the middle-class, academically-able student.  Students who are lacking in “acceptable” language skills and cognitive abilities will find that school does not address their needs; inevitably, they become identified as “exceptional” learners because they are an exception to the “norm”.  I illustrated this through the use of a newspaper article which described the significant number of boys who are struggling with reading in school.  I then complemented this with a video about a school in Ontario that has developed some options/strategies to address the problem.


These two strategies really brought the issue alive.  If it is in the newspaper, it must be an issue.  The video element gave the issue a context for them to see strategies in operation.  The students appreciated this.


Another technique that I use periodically is having them read life stories.  Students in my class like to hear the voices of students with disabilities and how they feel about their past school experiences.  This helps give pre-service teachers a guide as t o what to do and not to do in their own careers.


In conclusion, cohesion, variety, and topical activities together really facilitate creative, motivational, and cooperative techniques.  For students, the result is always greater than the sum of these parts always greater than the sum of these parts.
