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Thought Paper
Introduction

Studying the process of learning has been a paradoxically rewarding experience, because it seems that the more I learn about instruction the better student I become and the better student I become the more comfortable I feel about instructing. 

It is my belief that as a student we choose whether we will learn or not learn, typically we base this decision on the instructor versus the content.  We ask: Is the instructor open to questions? Is he/she concerned about how the class responds to the presentation?  Is he/she to competent or interesting?  Is my instructor interested in me learning?  
Unfortunately, more often then not, my experience with instructors has not been a rousing one.  However, at some point in my academic career I realized that I had the power to learn, and that if day I could offer instruction to others in a way that showed that a person could and then be motivated learner. Yet now that I am instructor, I find myself unprepared on how to instruct.  I want to be able to express my enthusiasm for my topic, yet I find myself speaking to my class in the same boring way that my professors talked to me.  

Concepts

The purpose of my taking this class was to understand how to create a positive learning environment.  However, looking back don’t think I even understand what it was that I was/am so challenged by as a student nor did I understand what type of metamorphosis would take place that would allow me to my skills as an instructor.  
To this point in the course, I can now articulate my confusion/frustration with instruction, which I have done above.   But the gargantuan AH-HHHHAAAAAAA for me has been in understanding that instruction is based on theoretical principles. While most seem to adopt the traditional teach approach in which they teach as they were taught, the aim of this class is to promote learning versus instructing.  
To accomplish goal we have been presented a variety of instructional tools, which can be categorized into 4 areas:  creative thinking, critical thinking, motivational techniques, and cooperative techniques.  Each group is targeted toward promoting learning a given approach.  For example, if the goal is to solve a particular problem, then cooperative approach could be utilized by dividing the class into teams to work with others to determine a solution.  

In this light, the process of learning now becomes a shared experience with the students and instructor.  Having been empowered with a variety of instructional methods the question now is how do we use them?  Thus, the challenge of curriculum design now is to create an environment in which a varied of learning approaches can be presented.   
Application

One potential solution to utilize all these approaches is to first map out the desired effect of an instructional process.  In this case the four categories presented in this course were used to identify given instructional approaches, once again they are: creative and critical thinking, motivational and cooperative techniques.  
The goal of this plan was to orchestrate a continual flow of these 4 instructional aspects that could take place over a semester long class.  This was accomplished by setting a framework for a perceived ‘ideal’ learning process.  This plan was then represented in the graph below, where the x-axis represents time of the instruction, in this case as semester, and the y-axis is the instructional emphasis for a given time.
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Intended to be used as an outline of a desired class flow, this representation shows the desired time to perform a certain type of activity.  This is especially helpful because many of the methods seem so to have some crossover between categories so choosing the best activity becomes simplified because it would need to be on that is high in one category and low in another.   
The organization of the graph above is designed to have the learner move from creative activities towards critical thinking or application of concepts through problem solving.  To start, it is believed that the learner comes t the class motivated to learn so that energy is used in creative process such as through sharing ideas.  As time passes the emergence of the cooperative techniques can be observed.  During this phase team work is emphasized and community is built.  However, often during a course teamwork and academic monotony can set in and students usually start to lose site of learning mid way through the semester. To offset this event, a greater emphasis on motivational events would be implemented to keeps students on task.  Finally as the course comes to and end the goal is for student to apply the concepts of the course; thus activities that promote more individual problem solving skills will be performed.  
Conclusion
This plan is a way to map out and visually represent a curriculum structure so that specific learning can be target to occur during the semester.  In this example all 4 methodologies were included, but any 1 or any combination could be used.  

Triangulating content through event, emphasis, and time I would better be able to organize my activities to match the content I want to have presented.  For example, I may choose a case study to be worked on in groups at 1/3 of the way in semester.  This activity would be selected because it is highly cooperative event but it also requires some knowledge so it would have to be later in the semester.  And if I wanted a creative component could be added to best suit the over all plan. 

Appling a variety of instructional approaches could be then presented in simple; it would only take a reference to the graph to then a section of activities.  It would seem that a next step would be to develop a chart for a variety of activities that would approximate the level of emphasis for each factor of instruction.  
Layering instructional methods in this way allow for grater focus and a way to implement the variety of tools available.  It would seem that the more experienced instructor would have a greater advantage in this process, but in any event it seems that this one way to get started in that process. 
