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Global Impact of Open Educational Resources and
Massive Open Online Courses on Higher
Education and its Future. An Interview with Prof. Curtis Bonk

LI Yan & ZHANG Muhua

( Zhejiang University, College of Education, Hangzhou 310028 ,China )

Abstract: To better understand the impact of Open Educational Resources (OER) and Massive Open Online Courses
(MOOCs) on current and future higher education globally , we interviewed Prof. Curtis Bonk, who is an internation-
ally well—known professor working at the Department of Instructional Systems Technology, Indiana University. He has
received the CyberStar Award from the Indiana Information Technology Association , the Most Outstanding Achievement
Award from the US Distance Learning Association, and the Most Innovative Teaching in a Distance Education Pro-
gram Award from the State of Indiana. Prof. Bonk has presented over 1,400 talks and workshops around the world
on emerging technologies, blended learning, online motivation, e—learning pedagogy, and future technology trends,
to K—12, higher education, corporate, government, military, and other audiences. Prof. Bonk has written more
than 300 articles and books on topics such as online learning , massive multiplayer online gaming, wikis, blogging ,
open source software , collaborative technologies, synchronous and asynchronous computer conferencing , and the future
of online and blended learning. His books include The Handbook of Blended Learning Environments. Global Perspec-
tives y Local Designs (2006 ) , Empowering Online Learning. 100+ Activities for Reading, Reflecting, Displaying
and Doing (2008) , The World Is Open. How Web Technology Is Revolutionizing Education (2009) , Adding Some
TEC-VARIETY . 100+ Activities for Motivating and Retaining Learners Online (2014) , and MOOCs and Open Edu-
cation around the World (2015). Among them, The World Is Open. How Web Technology Is Revolutionizing Educa-
tion (2009) is the most popular and has been translated into many languages for readers around the world.

In this interview, Prof. Bonk recalled his experience with OER and MOOCs. Also he elaborated his thoughts a-
bout the impact of OER and MOOCs on higher education in both developed and developing countries , especially about
opportunities and challenges OER and MOOCs are bringing about for traditional classroom practices and undergradu-
ate/ graduate program management , faculty professional development, as well as for e—learning and e—management
related policy decision—making issues. At the end of the interview, Prof. Bonk pointed out several hot spots in world-
wide OER and MOOCs~-related studies and put forward some suggestions for Chinese universities and Chinese faculty
members.

Key words: open educational resources ( OER) ; Massive Open Online Courses ( MOOCs) ; higher education

open education
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