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Bobweb Web Link Review – Cooperative Learning Web Resources 

Overall, the web resources for cooperative learning on the site offer a great deal and a wide variety of information. It would be helpful to have more detailed descriptions on some of the links so that a visitor to the site would not need to open each site to see if it would be useful. This is done to some extent, but could be done more. There could also be some sort of way of designating K-12 resources and Higher Education resources so that educators could focus on the links that were most relevant to them. I did not feel that there was any particular order that the links were presented in other than the categories they were listed under. The other thing that was odd was that there is a section about listservs within the web resources section and one that stands on its own – but not all listservs were listed in the one that stood on its own. Even so, it is an excellent compilation of resources that would certainly help anyone who was beginning to investigate the topic. The following are the details of what I found as I explored the links:

People 

http://www.indiana.edu/~eric_rec/index.html should be updated to http://www.eric.ed.gov/ and http://reading.indiana.edu/ 

This resource is a good starting place for all audiences on all topics related to education. However, a search on cooperative learning in ERIC yields 23059 results. This could be a bit overwhelming, but the site does have the ability to limit searches to particular years and articles where full text is available for free, so a user could narrow down his or her search and find a great deal of useful information.

http://csile.oise.utoronto.ca/edmind/CB.html about Carl Bereiter is no longer an active link. http://ikit.org/people/~bereiter.html will get you to information about him. He developed (along with Marlene Scardamalia http://ikit.org/people/scardamalia.html a networked collaborative learning system called the Knowledge Forum that has applications for K-12, Higher Education, Healthcare, and Business.

http://academic.brooklyn.cuny.edu/english/bruffee/ about Kenneth Bruffee. Focus is on collaborative learning in Higher Education. Site has useful information about his work and publications, but no actual links to further information.

http://www.co-operation.org/pages/dwj.html and http://www.co-operation.org/pages/rj.html on Johnson and Johnson. Has a great deal of useful information and links – especially a Q & A section about cooperative learning. Mainly focused on K-12, but there is information that would also work with adults in educational settings and business.

http://scil.stanford.edu/about/people/bios/pea.html about Roy Pea is no longer an active link. http://www.stanford.edu/dept/SUSE/educator/fall2001/ gives some information on his work, but not in depth. It appears that he focuses on K-12 and creating smaller schools where cooperative learning can take place more easily.

http://construct.haifa.ac.il/%7Egsalomon/new/ about Gavriel Salomon has a good deal of information about his work and publications that are relevant for all ages. One really nice thing is that many of his papers can be accessed directly through links from his page. He is mainly focused on Peace Education and the study of technology intensive learning environments.  

http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/depts/hdap/fac_scardamalia.html about Marlene Scardamalia has much less information than the site noted about her above (with Carl Bereiter).  An intriguing idea that she studies is called intentional learning. She also works with computer-supported learning environments.

http://www.tau.ac.il/education/homepg/sharan.html about Shlomo Sharan is focused on collaborative learning in small groups and teamwork in school. It has limited information about his publications and no live links to additional information. 

http://www.csos.jhu.edu/staff/rslavin.htm about Robert Slavin is no longer an active link. http://www7.nationalacademies.org/core/Robert%20Slavin%20Bio.html gives some biographical information, but there doesn’t seem to be a single good site that is focused on him. 

Theory

The next link down on the page http://www.successforall.net/index.htm is an organization that Slavin helped create that is aimed to restructure schools for cooperative learning. He has focused on K-8 with a special emphasis on “at-risk” youth.

http://www.ericfacility.net/ericdigests/ed306003.html is no longer a good link. http://www.ericdigests.org/pre-9211/cooperative.htm is the current link to the article (by Lawrence Lyman & Harvey Foyle and refers to more than just Slavin’s ideas on cooperative learning as stated on Bobweb).  It’s a good, concise article that summarizes the advantages of using cooperative learning with young children. It also offers some steps to implementing cooperative learning strategies.

http://www.ed.gov/pubs/OR/ConsumerGuides/cooplear.html is a good resource that briefly explains cooperative learning and gives some examples of programs along with contact information for them. This is aimed mainly at K-12.

http://www.ncsu.edu/felder-public/Cooperative_Learning.html#Websites Richard Felder’s site about active and cooperative learning is one of the best sites so far in the resources list. It offers an array of articles (with active links) for information that could be useful to all age groups. There are also many links to other sites that deal with active and cooperative learning. Some of these sites are already links from Bobweb, but there are some that are not and should be added to the Bobweb list.

http://www.cde.ca.gov/iasa/cooplrng.html is showing as page not found. I was not able to find anything similar on the California Department of Education site.

http://www.ericfacility.net/databases/ERIC_Digests/ed370881.html is no longer the correct link. http://www.ericdigests.org/1995-1/elements.htm is now the correct site. It’s a good article that offers some guidelines or principles that must be observed for cooperative learning to be effective. The article is mainly focused on K-12, but the principles would be applicable for all ages.

http://www.sheridanc.on.ca/coop_learn/cooplrn.htm is a site with links to a great deal of information that would be useful to all ages. As the note on Bobweb states, some of the links are dead, but not too many. This is one that would take a great deal of time to go through thoroughly. The site itself offers a good deal of information on cooperative learning, with more depth on specific topics offered through the links.

http://musgrave.cqu.edu.au/clp/clpsite/index.htm is no longer the correct link; http://clp.cqu.edu.au/ is now the correct link. This is a great site for collaborative learning in Higher Education. In fact, I would almost suggest that Bobweb just put this one at the top of the page and then just focus on K-12 information. This site is extremely comprehensive and even has a write up about our own Curtis Bonk with a link back to Bobweb! Even though there is a vast amount of information accessible from the site, it is organized in a way that everything is easy to find. It even separates articles that are and are not available online. There’s even a place where job postings can be announced. This is an awesome site!

http://northonline.sccd.ctc.edu/eceprog/bstprac.htm offers good, practical information on specific techniques that can be used for cooperative learning and effective teaching in general in Higher Education. Some of the ideas could certainly be used or modified for K-12.

Implementation and Practical Ideas  

http://www2.edserv.musc.edu/connections/millis.html and http://www.idea.ksu.edu/papers/Idea_Paper_38.pdf were good resources, but I would move the first link up to the people section because it offers information about Barbara Millis rather than the topic in general. The second link is a good article about cooperative learning that offers many suggestions on how to implement cooperative learning in higher education. Again, many of the ideas could also be used in K-12. One of the most interesting aspects of the article is that she stresses that cooperative learning is not abdicating our responsibilities as educators – but a way to enhance the learning experience for students.

http://204.184.214.251/coop/ecoopmain.html is a really great link aimed at the K-5 level, but activities could be adapted for older learners. The best thing about this site is that there are links to very detailed descriptions of cooperative learning activities that can be searched by grade level or subject area. Some of the pictures are not coming up for me, but that could be my computer rather than the site itself.

http://www.geocities.com/Paris/LeftBank/3852/cooplearn.html is not an active link at this time. 

http://www.mathgoodies.com/articles/coop_learning.shtm comes back as document not found, but this one works: http://www.mathgoodies.com/articles/coop_learning.html . It’s a nice article because it really explains what she has done in her classroom and what benefits she has seen as a result of cooperative learning activities. Some of the tips are very practical and aimed at K-12 math classes.

http://www.jigsaw.org/ is a really well developed site and technique. The description on Bobweb doesn’t really do it justice. It’s aimed at K-12, but could be used in Higher Education as well. Although it may have originally been developed by Elliot Aronson (who should probably also be listed in the people section as well) to reduce racial tensions, it looks like a great way to learn just about any complex topic. In addition to strategies, tips, and examples that illustrate the technique, there is a section that answers common questions about how certain types of students fair when using the jigsaw method. There is also a page with links about cooperative learning, reducing prejudice and school violence.

http://cspace.unb.ca/nbco/pigs/modules/ is an interesting site. PIGS actually stands for: P = Positive Interdependence; I = Individual Accountability;
G = Group Processing; and S = Social Interaction. In addition to the lesson plans available (that are aimed at K-12), if you click on the word deep at the bottom, you come to the home page http://cspace.unb.ca/nbco/pigs/index.html which might actually be a better link to have on Bobweb because it offers links to other information than just lesson plans. The site is designed to use technology for cooperative networking in addition to offering cooperative learning techniques.

http://www.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/tl/index.html is a search engine that links to articles and sites about teaching and learning on the web. It is not really a site dedicated to cooperative learning and, in fact, when cooperative learning is typed into the search box, only Bobweb comes up. However, the site itself is an example of cooperative learning and sharing of resources and it would be a good reference site for information on teaching and learning in general. One drawback to the site is that he search function seems a bit cumbersome.

http://careers-main.lancs.ac.uk/pb/net-soft.htm is a site that has some great resources – especially on software for collaborative learning online. The main site http://careers-main.lancs.ac.uk/pb/net-learn.htm might actually be the better link to put on Bobweb however because it also links to articles, journals, and case studies on collaborative learning and working. This site is most appropriate for adult learners, but would be very useful for anyone setting up a distance-learning program that wanted to use technology to enhance collaborative learning.

http://www.usc.edu/dept/garden/ is an interesting concept, but unfortunately the ability to plant a garden via distance technologies is no longer possible. However, it is still interesting to read about the project and another similar one that allowed users to control cameras remotely/cooperatively as well.

http://edweb.sdsu.edu/people/bdodge/Active/ActiveLearning.html is an article that uses multimedia to explore the concept of active learning. This concept overlaps with the concept of cooperative or collaborative learning. It has links to other articles as well as links to other web sites (many are dead links however) that also address the topic. The site focuses on information for learning on the web by college students, but much of the information could be relevant for K-12 as well.

Tests/Assessments or Scales 

http://www.evergreen.edu/washcenter/resources/acl/index.html is aimed at Higher Education, but some information could apply to K-12. In addition to the concept of collaborative learning, the concept of learning communities is explored. The site has many full-text articles on the issue of assessing students in collaborative learning settings. A fairly comprehensive bibliography along with a glossary of terms are also included that would be very helpful for further research on the topic.

Listservs/Discussions 

http://home.capecod.net/%7Etpanitz/starterpages/discussions.html seems to be almost a list of random questions and answers on the topic of cooperative learning. It is geared for Higher Education, specifically for online cooperative learning. Each of the questions links to a discussion board about the topic – so it’s about cooperative learning and it uses a cooperative learning strategy.

http://www.sheridanc.on.ca/coop_learn/discussion/index.html appears to be a discussion board on cooperative learning, but I can’t seem to see any postings or discussions that have taken place – so I’m not really sure how/if it’s used.

http://www.tltgroup.org/listserv/index.html offers a listserv/discussion group for the topic of teaching and learning with technology along with many other resources on collaborative learning, technology, and innovation in higher education in general. This website provides access to some information free of charge and other information or services for a fee.

http://ifets.ieee.org/maillist.html is a site to subscribe to a mailing list for educational technology and society. It does not seem to be about cooperative learning specifically, but is an example of cooperative learning. This http://ifets.ieee.org/ is the home page for the site and in addition to the listserv, it provides access to other resources as well. 

Magazines/Journals

http://www.edgateway.net/cs/ege/forum/cs_disc/816?x-maxdepth=0 is a discussion group about project-based learning. It only has two discussion threads visible (from 2002), so it may not be widely used.

http://www.ilt.ac.uk/public/cti/ActiveLearning/index.html is actually the old link. It automatically sends you here: http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/ . It is aimed at higher education and is not limited to the topic of cooperative learning. In addition to links to resources, it allows a user to search for projects that have been done related to education along with funding sources and networking opportunities. It is based in the UK.

http://www.lesley.edu/faculty/kholmes/libguides/edjournals.html ,
http://aera-cr.ed.asu.edu/links.html & http://www.scre.ac.uk/is/webjournals.html all appear to be valuable tools for researching any topic on education.

