Comparison Of Cultures Project

March 6, 2010



TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATED LESSON PLAN
Title:  Culture Comparison Project (Day one of Unit)

Subject: Social Studies 
Grade: 8
Concept/Topic to Teach: Cultures are defined and understood by these 9 elements: social organization, customs and traditions, languages, arts and literature, religion, forms of government, economic systems, food and clothing, music and dance.  By comparing the 9 elements of culture for several countries, including our own, students will see the common factors as well as the things that make each culture special and unique.  

Context of Unit: This unit is being taught in collaboration with the Social Studies/History class which is currently studying world cultures past and present.  It also aligns with NETS standards for technology.
Standards Addressed: 

Social Studies Standards: 

7.1 Students will examine the major movements, events and figures that contributed to the development of Africa, Asia and the Southwest Pacific from ancient civilizations to modern times by examining religious institutions, trade and cultural interactions, political institutions, and technological developments.
7.4 Students will examine the influence of physical and cultural factors upon the economic systems found in countries of Africa, Asia and the Southwest Pacific.  

7.44 Trace the development and change over time of the economic systems (traditional, command, market and mixed) of various cultures, societies or nations in Africa, Asia and the Southwest Pacific.
8.44 Explain the basic economic functions of the government in the economy of the United States
ASTE NETS performance indicators: 

3.  Research and Information Fluency
Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information. Students:
a. plan strategies to guide inquiry.

b. locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and

media.

c. evaluate and select information sources and digital tools based on the appropriateness to specific tasks.

d. process data and report results.
4. Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making, Collaborative Learning

Students use critical thinking skills to plan and conduct research, manage projects, solve problems, and make informed decisions using appropriate digital tools and resources. 
Students will:
a. identify and define authentic problems and significant questions for investigation.

b. plan and manage activities to develop a solution or complete a project.

c. collect and analyze data to identify solutions and/or make informed decisions.

d. use multiple processes and diverse perspectives to explore alternative solutions.
e. work in a group to complete a project and use creativity to express required elements.
Objectives:
1. Students will use the internet to research and collect information on 3 countries from the given list and also for the U.S.  The information will include the 9 elements of culture found in each country.

2. Students will create a table that compares the 9 elements of culture for each of the 4 countries researched.
3. Students will work in groups to create a Slide show that illustrates the 9 elements of culture for the countries they have chosen.  
Required Materials:    Kenya and United States: Comparison of Cultures Power Point presentation, One computer per student, internet access and Microsoft word.

Previous Skills: The 8th graders have used the internet for searching and have used Microsoft word.  The lesson will be a review of skills and how to use them in combination to create the desired product.  There are no special needs students, but a few who struggle with time management, so they will need to be supervised and encouraged to stay on task.

Setting:  Computer Lab, 28 student computers

Length of Lesson: one 60 minute period for introduction and beginning, one week for part one, one week for part 2. (Entire project will take at least 10 class periods)
Part 1:

Anticipatory Set (Lead-In): (15-20 Minutes)  

Discussion and activities leading up to choosing countries:

1. Brainstorm a list of elements that make a culture unique.  ( music, social organization, family make-up, housing, transportation, technology, industry, language, food, etc.)  get a list of at least 20 things.  

2. Have students get into groups of 3 or 4 and create a new list eliminating some of the items on the first class list until they have the things they think really define a culture.

3. Try to lead them to the 9 items that are on the elements of culture list.  Have each group define and defend their choices.  Create the final list of 9 (this could change depending on student voices and choices)

4. Show Power point presentation on the 9 elements of culture as I saw them in my trip to Kenya.  (this is a sample of the actual final project the students will create by the end of the second part of the unit.) By the end of the discussion students should be excited about choosing 3 countries to research.
Step-By-Step Procedures: (this lesson takes place after students have chosen their 3 countries to research)
1. Pass out rubric and project requirement paper.
2. Have students stand in a line at the front of the classroom and give answers to the following questions as a review of good internet search policies, this is a review from earlier in the year.  If an answer is incorrect they sit, if correct they go to the end of the line to keep playing.  Give candy to last 3 students in line.
· Name as many search engines as you can.
· What types of information will you find on the search page?
· How can you tell good information from bad information?  Is Wikipedia a reliable resource?  What other search engines will you use?
· How do you take notes in order to avoid plagiarism? (always rewrite in your own words from the website to your notes page and then rewrite again from your notes page to the final document.)  NO COPY AND PASTE!
· Remember to make a references page as you work!
3. Pass out the project rubric page and explain the scope of the unit by going through the steps:  The first assignment is to research the 3 countries chosen and the US and write one page of research for each of the 4 countries.  Then use this information to create the table in word. ( 5 minutes)
4. Ask a student to demonstrate the inserting of a table in word and remind class of the process. (5 minutes)
5. Any questions?
6. Start working!  During the working process, teacher must move around the room helping and encouraging students to find things that interest them and dig for information.
Closure (Reflect Anticipatory Set): Go over the rest of the requirements for the project and explain that part 2 will be to create a powerpoint presentation that illustrates the countries and cultures you have studied,  like the one on Kenya that you saw at the beginning of class. (5 minutes)
This part of the project takes about 5 days.   The teacher should daily evaluate where students are in their work and what may need to be changed in the schedule.

Part 2: 
1. Use an icebreaker to have students get into groups of like countries chosen.  Some may have to choose a partner who they only have one country in common with.  Others may have more in common.  
2. After they are in groups of 3-4, have them choose 2 countries from their work and create a Venn diagram that shows elements of culture for each country and anything they may have in common. (these graphic organizers are to be created on the computer.  Students are already familiar with Venn diagrams.)  
3. Pass out the second rubric worksheet with Part 2 assignment instructions.

4. Go over the assignment and take any questions. 

5. Students assign jobs to each person in the group and begin work.

6. Students will have 4 class periods to complete the task, the class will watch the presentations on the 5th day.  (this can be altered if needed)
Assessment Based On Objectives: See rubric/grading table attached.  Students are assessed based on their completion of the assignment and following instructions as well as a peer evaluation for their group work.
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Instructions:     Slide one: Introduction  Points Possible     4  Points Earned  

Slides 2 - 10:  The 9 elements  of culture  4 points/slide= 36 points   

Slide 11: Conclusion   Tell what you learned and  what impact this knowledge  will have on you in the  fut ure.  10 points   

Over all  Product/attractiveness, use  of skills, animation, sound,  color, theme, cohesiveness.  10points   

Group Work Peer  Evaluation  5 Points   

 Total Points Possible: 65   

  JOBS:  assign each person in your group one of the following jobs:   1.   Manager: plans and organizes : must be able to keep people on track/settle disputes   2.   P icture  gatherer: finds and formats all pictures    3.   Information Gatherer:  organizes and formats all info from part 1 projects   4.   Editor:  checks all grammar, spelling, formatting, and final project checklist.  
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Peer Evaluation:





I use this sheet to have students evaluate their group members anonymously.  Pass out the sheet to each student at the end of the project and have them list each member of their group including themselves.  Then they should list the jobs each group member did and give them a score of 1-5.  When I collect these, I average the scores given to each student by their peers and that is the 5 points possible on the rubric grading sheet.
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Comparison of Cultures Project Part 2                


Technology 8

Name: __________________


Using the Information from part one of this project (your table)  work as a group to create a slide show in power point that compares and contrasts the 9 elements of culture for the 4 cultures you have researched.

You will make one slide for each of the 9 elements with  pictures and explanations for each culture on the slide.  You will be graded on your final product and your work as a team member.

		Instructions:
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scores given to each student and add 5 points to the final project possible points for this group score to be added 
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Slide one: Introduction

		Points Possible

4

		Points Earned



		Slides 2-10:  The 9 elements of culture

		4 points/slide= 36 points

		



		Slide 11: Conclusion


Tell what you learned and what impact this knowledge will have on you in the future.

		10 points

		



		Over all Product/attractiveness, use of skills, animation, sound, color, theme, cohesiveness.

		10points

		



		Group Work Peer Evaluation

		5 Points

		



		

		Total Points Possible: 65

		





JOBS:  assign each person in your group one of the following jobs:

1. Manager: plans and organizes: must be able to keep people on track/settle disputes

2. Picture gatherer: finds and formats all pictures 

3. Information Gatherer: organizes and formats all info from part 1 projects


4. Editor: checks all grammar, spelling, formatting, and final project checklist.
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Please list the people in your group and give them a grade of 1
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5 on how much they contributed to the project you 


have just completed. 1 being the lowest and 5 being the highest Be honest.  This does go into their final grade.  
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Group Grading Sheet (pass this out at completion of project for group members to grade each other.  Average the scores given to each student and add 5 points to the final project possible points for this group score to be added in.





Name:  __________________________



Please list the people in your group and give them a grade of 1-5 on how much they contributed to the project you have just completed. 1 being the lowest and 5 being the highest Be honest.  This does go into their final grade.  No one but me will see this paper.
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Group Grading Sheet (pass this out at completion of project for group members to grade each other.  Average the scores given to each student and add 5 points to the final project possible points for this group score to be added in.


Name:  __________________________



Please list the people in your group and give them a grade of 1-5 on how much they contributed to the project you have just completed. 1 being the lowest and 5 being the highest Be honest.  This does go into their final grade.  No one but me will see this paper.
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_1330509869.doc
		Instructions:

1. Choose 3 countries from the list or a country of your choice approved by Mrs. Carter

		Points Possible


3 pts

		Points Earned



		2. Research the 9 elements of culture for each of the 3 countries chosen.


Create a Word document of research, at least 1 full page per country.

		10 pts/page= 30pts




		



		3. Research the 9 elements of Culture for the U.S.


(when necessary choose the Midwest or Indiana specifically) Create at least one page of research for US.

		10 pts

		



		4. Create a table in Word that uses the 9 elements of culture as  headings for the rows and the 4 countries you have researched as headings for the columns.

		3 pts

		



		5.  Fill in the information from your research to complete the table.

		10 pts 


Total Possible: 56
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Name:  __________________________

Please list the people in your group and give them a grade of 1-5 on how much they contributed to the project you have just completed. 1 being the lowest and 5 being the highest Be honest.  This does go into their final grade.  No one but me will see this paper.
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Please list the people in your group and give them a grade of 1-5 on how much they contributed to the project you have just completed. 1 being the lowest and 5 being the highest Be honest.  This does go into their final grade.  No one but me will see this paper.
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